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THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN: DEL AMITRL

GLASGOW'S FAVOURITE SONS (WELL SECOND COUSINS. AT
LEAST) RETURNED TO THEIR ROOTS. FLUSH WITH THE
SUCCESS OF ‘SPIT IN THE RAIN', (GOSH, HOW UNCOUTH). TO
ENTERTAIN THE RAVING TEENS AT THE FAMED
BARROWLANDS. HERSCHELL HERSHEY COMPOSED THE

WORDS. IAIN DICKSON TOOK THE SNAPS

his 18 Wednesday so it must be
Glasgow and being Glasgow, some
special transport has been lad on
to ferry del Amitti to their after
As a

past the flashing neon frontage of the

show soiree limousine rumbles
Barrowland Ballroom, where the group
have just completed the second of three
sell-out dates, singer Justin Curnie and
guitarist David Cummings stride round
the comer and into the backseat of a
waiting Vauxhall Nova

“You must be getting
mobbed by now,” offers the driver with
more than a hint of sarcasm. Currie, who
has just seen off the attentions of half a
dozen teenage girls - two of whom tried,
unsuccessfully, to borrow £10 for a taxi
philospohical. “We don't get
mobbed, we get mildly hassled,” he re
flects. "We don't inspire hysteria, we in-

used to

- 18

spire listeria.”

The nde, it transpires, comes cour-
tesy of two long-term del Amitri fans
“This is April and this is Pauline,” Currie
says, gesturing vaguely towards the front

seat. “They were the first people ever to
write 10 us, so we went to their mum
and dad’s for mince and tatties

actually,” says either
April or Pauline, as the Nova trundles

uncertainly towards the Tron theatre. In

It was skirlie

convoy behind is a rental car containing
the group's latest adoptees - three Aus
tralian fans who have flown from Bris-
bane to follow them round Britain

It is a strange kind of homecoming
for the group, who are just one might
away from completing a tour which has
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get quite used o 1l It's an

Okay way of living because

vou don't have to think

about anything. But it's a bit
of a shock transition wher
you stop. You get up and th ink, ‘Oh |
don't have to do anything, will I go to
bed again? We're going to make an in
tense effort to get really bored

One of the best things about thi
vear is that we've never been bored
adds Currie. “But that's the main thing
that makes you want to go out and
make a record, thinking there’s no good
records out there. Probably by Saturday
afternoon we'll be at that stage again.’

The toil has not been in vain. 1990
began for del Amitri with the release of
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the dour, downbeat anthem of futility
and solitude, ‘Nothing Ever Happens'. It
ended with 600,000 copies of their al
bum ‘Waking Hours' selling worldwide
260,000 of them in the UK

However, if success is new. the
group is not. Many will recall their pre
VIOus incarnation as the earnest

young
rockers who released

an LP 1o general
indifference on Chrysalis wl\wl»‘.n\ Big
Star. Those with even better memor
will remember their debut
ness, a

ies
dense Sick
post-Postcard 45 n  the
shortlived No Strings label. It's hard (o
square these memories with the

group
who will begin thei

set this cvening
with a disturbingly precise legs-akimbo
cover of the old Thin Lizzy chest beater
The Boys Are Back In Town
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