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WHEN so much of modern rock is
either dance floor-adjusted or
Jangly whimsy, what a thrill to’
come across a band able to work |
fresh magic from an earher, more
soulful design. it

Del Amitri started sw
age ‘as

f'.

one of those arty

_ “Glasgwegian bands travellmg in

the ‘wake of . the Smiths. Some-
.where along the line it went to
America, and members grew out
“their hair and applied a little
rock ’n’ roll grease to. the:r Scot-
pop roots. The result was an
estimable album, Wakmg Hours,
that hoisted the group into 'the
Top 10 last February.
However, even that attractively
crafted recording is not a patch on
a live performance that brimmed
with striking, concise melodies,
swept along by an old-fashioned,
push-and-pull rhythmic undertow
and delivered with just the right
modicum of unabashed show-
manship. i
Guitarist Iam Wie plainly
-_:; _e! playing

style on the late *ossoﬁ‘ the

outstandmgly inve It

: years

_gorgeou
bers likg “Kiss This Thing Good-
_bye” and “Stone Cold Sober”. At

t aing of a physical resem-
110 Kossoff as he used his

som
bla

or Lhopped out. clean

JChords with a mlghty.

I8 flourish,

At (€entre-stage Justin Cume.
5’ ongwriter, vocalist and bass
8ty man gifted with a perfect

r mouth and jawline,

ed 2 cheerfully obstrep-

grsonality as he introduced
including several new
the often unfathomable

Europe’s City of Culture.

und was mixed at a level

led rather than forced the

tlisten and there was a

5, relaxed swing to num-

1ts rock st, with *“Scared to Live”,

Del Amitri made incursions mto
Bryan Adams’s territory, but this
was balanced by the acoustic,

folky string to its bow emphasised

on the biggest hits “Nothing Ever
Happens’ and “Spit in the Rain.
Laddish : high' spirits got the
better of Del Amitri during an
amateur‘ish display of pub-rock

bravag when comedlan Vic

Reev \'omed & group for a

chaotic v ’s “Ride on
Pony”. But untili#hen this was the
performance of world-class act
in the " i
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