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[2J THE BIG ONE 

Justin Currie on how henearlydrownedina bath while 
shooting the cover of new album The Great War 

■BYBILLYSLOAN 
When Justin Currie talks 
abouthisoffb-tapproaoh 
to life as a pop sinpr you 
bepn to wonder why he ever 
chose suoh a potentially 
hasarclons vocation. 

lll'":u.,nls,huhadth,·,n Sdl-outg!G', 
he', Jll•iTd thffll Fame and fortune, he\ 
tasttd both. llutth• Gla,p-bom 
•ongwrlt"' ~ mo.t proud of I he fact he 
h .. n01 pla>Td tbt-pop51ar ?ID• 

lu>ttn. ◄5 manoeu,T«!hlswa\lhrough 
thctt~rlt) mlndirld ,-ith hl•IIIDUPDel 
Amltrttoemrrlll'unKathtd.llth<reare 
&II) la,ttng,canth<\ attnol\h1ble 

Hrsald·"Popstardorn\\umuchmore 
mjoyablr1hanlthought11wooldbe I 
thought It'd be ama1or ha .. lc.1 found the 
\\holrrecognitlon thmg••'> and 
en,oyablc. 

·11 you'n, rerogm,ed for something you 
do- mourl'UI! having a b1ghttw11h NOlh,ng 
Ev.-rllnppt'nsln 1990 that',ola).We'd 
done ,omc1hmg10 foci proud of I watched 
othttGla<gt,\\ pop star. l11deawaywhen 
thC) becamcfamou, l\\t·nttothe<amc 
,hop,and pub,. People 1hough1there', the 
!flll' from Ori Am It rt. hcw .. around last 
\\.et"l and hr'JJ hr around next \.\ttktoo: 

Tornorro\\.. Justin rt"lt-a~" his IN."Ond solo 
album The Grear \\ar\\.hich fc-acurt'\ nrv. 
-.mgJeA Man \\uh 1\'0(hfngToOo fr •lhl": 
lollm\ up to What 1, I.ow l'orf ln2007,.i1ich 
dn," acn,auvchnclnthc sand after the 
demi Me olhl> band flv,:ycancarlicr. 

Thedarl..broodingmoodofWhatls 
l.m-c r-or1 prowdacathan,cexpcrtence 
butwslngerLne\\ hecouldnotmakethe 
r.ame album twice. 

·on the first record I "anted todrawa 
clearhn,-bet-.,·ccn OclAm11n and what I was 
domgonmyown.Asarcsult!Msong>wcn, 
personal and qullcdark." revealed Justin. 

•11pro\'cdhardtomalethcll\'cglg> 
work. The mood was <ombrc. h wasn't 
cxactli· a pop show. The,ub1ect matter 
tended 10 be down to the fact I was 
mourningtheendofOclAmltrl." 

I he Great War derives Its thle from a 
self-confos;cd ruuggle contained in Justin's 
nrwsongL Track>such as You'll Always Walle 
Alone and Fight To De J luman show he's 
back at h Is ,'OCa I and li·rlcal peak. 

He'iOld:"fthoughtl'dmakrth=songs 
alo1morcfirs1 pcrwn. lnDelAmltrf. 
rcgardlc5s of what I wrote I alwa) ,fell I had 
tos,ngfrom the band's ptr>pecUve. 

•1 ,-cstrlpptdalaycrohldnoff 1odo1he 
10lothmgwhichcanbcexposlng. The theme 
ofthealbumlsfamilyandmarrfagc.ldon't 
Lnow If u·, Just an age thing. I hlethe 
romantic kl<,aof mamagc In thecontexl of 
a sons.• 

Justin received the he5t n·voewsofhls 
C'lllettforWhat l,L<M, !'or'! I le hopes nie 

Grea.1\\'arwiU(;llmct\lmllaraccla,m He 
sa1d:"lntheband. wcal\\B)'»aldwc'd 
rather sell records and be on radio than gel 
rave review,. But there I• ,omcthi.ngreally 
nice abottt a writer In San Francisco listening 
1oyouralbu.mandcnthu,1ngabou111 • 

Justin talcs a morc-trad11ionalapproach 
to music. Porthecov('rOrt,vo,~onlK-GtNt 
\\:a.,J~i.uubnll"'l'JP."d1n1l'-'.l1h. t lc•ln'll-Ktfonl,,, 
d) Ing Corhtiart tudanf;t-rou1 nc-~ lc-w-1• 

"lwantedsomcklndofponraltofmebut 
inatwt,tcdwai Soltwa,n'tju.ta t)'jllcal 
popphotogroph. thl,iuheslngcr, bu, the 
record.• uid Ju~hn. 

•ucha,Change t,cry1hlng(rnq2), I\, l<trd 
(I 995)and be>tof compilation I lotfulOI Rain 
( 1998) cemented their ,tatu, as one of thr 
UK\ m0>1creat1,-c bands while single lloll 
ToMe(l9'15)wuaTupTcnhltlnAmcrl<• 

The lilORcrwas dcttnnincd not to allow 
himsclftobe"',allowed up b) the big pop 
machine. Hc!Htitd. "'\\.'hcnNothlnRl:,-v, 
111prw-n1hltthcchart•w~J1Janln -.1on,•1 
1 IMV l\c.,;c,ni"I In Ul•,gow where lOOO 
h)'\tc,ncal fan, \\-.,reram111t·tl lntoth«,hop. 

·t thought. tht~ att t,\o\\!I), wt can 
plai this. \\tcang<!\\llh th<hr-tcria orJ.t) 

'hc,.cutlloul' We 
"Dunngtheihoot I 

ncarl>·drowned. It 
sound, pathetic but 11 I 
goswimmmgldon't 
putmyhcadunderthc 
water. l'\'cgotathmg 
aboutgcttingwatcrln 
my ears. I forgot to 
breath< out and 1h.­
wa1crwcntmalgh1 up 
mynoseandlntomy 
lung,. 

"I'm also •llgh1ly 
saddened bythcfact 

!wanted 
some kind 

of portrait of 
me but in a 
twisted way 

chosethelanrr \\e 
\\Tttlnourrnld 2th 
and" •l too old for that 
,wfl lhw'dtrledtobe 
's1ar,.bh' \\t,'d ha\'C 
fallcnna1onourL,cco." 

When Roll To ~le 
earned hu~cro).1ltlts 
llfr<tlllrcmaln,-don 
anrwnlrd. 

Ju,tln ,.,1d. • 1 he 
rccordcom1,.ny1rkd 
1otn:atmchkcw111c 
prt'<lou,ohicct\\hlth I 

75 percent of salcaof myfir.1 album wcl't' 
download,. I prcfcroctual l'Ct'Ord,wllh the 
artwork. lt'•anlmportantll"rtofbuylng 
records for me I rrmcmb,•rn hen I wu, 11 
> car, old gazing. 111 complttc conf mion. at 
allthecrazyllncrnote,onmi llob D)lan 
albums. I •till buy rcconluothe visual 
prcstntatlon of music lslmponant 10 me• 

lntvllably, thC1hadow of O.-IAmnrt ,1111 
hang> over Justin•• solo carter, In a nice 
wa), rhe band'skonfc 19901ut1"othlng 
Ever 11 Jppt'n•,• ,ca thing lndi< 1men1 ol I h,• 
ooclal lnrquallly ofl hatthrr's ilrhaln In 
the 1980,, put tht-m on the map. Alhum• 

found dt,1a.1dul. If you'rc notcarduliuu can 
becomr,poill. l foundmy,rlfhavlnguf<w 
tantrum,. l',•oplcwcre tl't'ahng mr a, ti I 
,, ... , not a human but ourl>nn<l were lc\rl 
head,·dsothcy'd14} 'Krtagrlp' 

"lain and I said \H_.d onlyC\rt buy 
our..-lwsahousrtl\\1'Couldaftordtobuvlt 
out right \ \ c" cren'lln that po,111on unlit 
lhelatc l'l'lOS. llollToMoeamcdo 
1u1p1lilngamount of monrybutWt!dldn I 
\\BIii an} thlngel,c. l don't thlnl there's 
on> thlngwmnglnbu)mga l'onche I ju,t 
nevt"r wanted on~ I'd r.thercydraround 
Glugowon my h,le • 

■ SUNDAY MAIL MAY 2, 2010 

RISE10nNE. .. Del 
Amltri topped the 

obarts with Nothing 
Ever Happens ln 1990. 
Juetln l1aa now released 
his aooond solo &lbuin 
The o.-i War. Rl&h\, 
JueUn u heap~ on 

\he album's oovor 
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ONE [l] 
We had Del 
oftime .. but 
there's no 

going back 
The end ol '°ur party w11• 
In full awlnlif, drink" 
flowinr. 01ustc blutlnl' but 
slncerJustln Currie nnd 
cult.arlat Jain Haa·vle w ere 
In no mood to join In. 

Ulq>aor 1,11111<!.'f 111<•mht-t,olllt•I 
\nuc11 n11-tm11,111N-tt,.,.fll•r1,f .\1;14.,1 
mi:hh k1h 1111,ld'II''" ,md <111111·1 ,,,. d 
,wr,I I ht'\ 1hdn·1 h,twln 1ht-,rh•ol• 
'1.IIIIUJIJ 

• 1 hat p.trt, 1\,1, rhl· """''k1H•"'"''IJ,t 
,~ t•111 I \ (" ... _.., lWi"l"t1111\'lll\l"II In • 

u,.tlk"tlhhl1111,l1h<·ho1,htn:!INl.! 
• lwnht~""'·"'"''· 11,,1 \mnrih•d 

pld\l'\I IIM•lf 1,1'1 ,ho\\ ,11 llarro\\Lllld 
1 .. ., 1twl1nal nu,ntl(•t ".,. tur11RI tilt· 
i,.,.,.,.111:hi- nll. •II ,1ripf'<'tl In 1ht· 
MiJt,t antl,INJ ,ll'tf\t"f ,,-.,._111,111c;c..,1 
,.i,,· I lwl}u,,.•nll\ I hrw, l'i-1,,1,, It 
""' 1tw• l,,,t 1h111'i:"'t"t"\t't dkl h>J:rtlM"f 

•~urnatlt'r ho,-. RlJTI\ 111nhoU""'"' 
ht•tlr,111L. .at lh•• ('drt\ "'' "rn•,1111 
,ton,·. , old ...-.tlt•r h\- thc·t•1Mlot ttw 
m,.;tu ~,,,,,·tNN.h h.l\l.1h11lh.11111111w. 
t-'\.l ,·JU 11, \\c• rt·o1h'"••I 11 \\',1,0,n • 

I ht• t.11t"\\t-&l ,ttl(hr1t11J4hl 1,, .,n,•n,l 
tht·'-lf.••t1n,hr"d1. ho1hll, !!. ,, .• ,,, ,Ut"t"I 
"hw. hn" h.•h"'t l"'ltl"lhu•,1l.1hu11'1(h 
o1lbum\\·•L&1~11,1ur,. h•.uu1tnt,th11 
,.,,, •• ,,. ,,.,hnw t ·, ·t•r t 1 .. ,..,,,.-n, \1111 t,,, 

, 1,,.,,:,, .ir, ,, 
1il,1 I 'PI . ,11) I . , ,1 ,. '\11 I,,,,"''.,,., ., 14; ' 

.. r·\kr !II', Ht1tll1t ' \\f1f111~11,1, .. 11llt1 

1, .11111Mlll1n \1111 dt•lj'flil'lfh, 1h,·I ,hd 
\\,·llt ·• .11111'\1·r, 1tu .. 11.,1t-tl \\,• 

111.ukc ,,11111k'll i.Jl1t·, 11t1hhu1 lfh· 

11111 .. H \\t·i1,11·1H·,llt•\\ .l,'MIUI,,, ldl 

l1d,I ~•ill.If ft.llllh ... ,kl h1,1111 

. \\1• d , .... , t ""\\,I\ I• "'••llf .. 1h,·,·1kl 

.111tllrwtllu~1·t11)111tlt-rn \\Ilk ht .. 
Jh,.l\ .. .. 11u,1.,._,. \\t•h .. ul11ui111,1 

... .._ •• ...,.,hllh \~\IH1•1u1,f,111 l'fH"I 

,, hHI lhc, 1111tllJl1\ ,,.1,,11ll1'1\\ l\l"lh\ 
lh•1h \~11-.1.,ndlia-tr, \11,..., 

~)11ud 111,"t·t 1h1•1111111tw1'1h, ,. 11,, ,h 

,u:.r,·.11 l.,h..-1 ,, 1111 ,t tt·.11 l.111111\ 
.tlll~"",~"-·r,· \111,k .1lh II\\,, ... ,. ,n, 
d1H•f ..... ' hllh llh·l\,lk l ' "l'""'' -t' ,ii, 
I ,1l.,:n•11 t. ... 111 \11u.11r.tthlll.!JIM1 

ll1t.1 .. tu11..:l't.i11,--.. 1u•'f'-'l,11.h\,hu 
, 1 ,11kl pl.n .in,I ,, rah· ...... ,..:, I h,·rt· \\ ,.., 
11,,1n.111u1 .... ,u1nl1'--t' 

I h1·l.,t .. -{, lhl1"1t11p11hth'11h, ., 

I 11·1" h ullht,, 111111t.111, ,du, h 

"I"' '' 11, dtlu·l'.11h"'f."'l\l'f .. lh,&1"111111 
,ill It \,., .. hulk 10th \\,•,·tkl..."1.t up 

.al•1u,,11J.·L.1ll.., l'"l'·U r...llL,·ll.Kllto,, 
Ilk lh.,tl\,t .. ltl\\h,.U\\t"\H'l1·,1houl • 

\\lt1~·l11 .. 1rn1,1111"11l11llld \mllu 
h1 ;i, .. u,,1lt.·,u,·ht111u1h..kltht· ,ti.11.L. 

lh "tkl "\\, h·pt•"ttlnt1h,·.all1111u, 
, .... , u1hou~h,H·&\I"\\, Ukt1lt.·ll\.ll('l,.t., 1 

11', .~,, ll ... 1t·n1n1)\l·t ... it.ll'-:I \mwu 

11·, ,,,d.11KlthmL. n \\ot .. l'lt"II\ Ji:'""' 
\\1 L.,tL .1h."4UJh"Ull,.,111t\~I\ ll"\\ 

\1 .11 .. hu11,1. .. ,1"J111.1r11ti.•"~111hc.• 

11111•111:·, l11JM-I\ .t.h111kh,tt ...... 1.t:,lr,11n 
... ,,..,,11..,,1)1""111ul.lt\t·,,,11"'•"",..,..,l\i:w 
l\1 U••U•h·11....,,.m1\t""'• •Jl..,,:u I,..,_.,,·, 
,, 1, 111 .· .:••~ 1ltt.·n•1.1111k"tl~u.·.,,, ... L., 
t ... , .,u ..... J-.. o, 1h.•u1 ..:,1\,dh.uklm 1,, .... q 

1rl,lti"-\ ,,,·u mtKhh•'11\'1 '-1 h,·no 
1:10 11 ,1 "' 1dl\ lll.~111\ t"Jfh -""' • 
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