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Ex-Del Amitri singer hopes second
solo album The Great War receives
the same critical acclaim as his first,
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2 | THE BIG ONE

Justin Currie on how he nearly drowned in abath while
shooting the cover of new album The Great War

[ BYBILLY SLOAN

When Justin Currie talks
about his offbeat approach
to life as a pop singer you
begin to wonder why he ever
chose such a potentially
hazardous vocation.

Hitrecords, he's had them. Sell-out gigs
he's played them. Fameand fortune, he's
tasted both. But the Glasgow-born
songwriterseems most proud of the facthe
has not played the pop star game

Justin, 45, manoeuvred hiswaythrough
the celebrity minefield with his group Del
Amitri to emerge unscathed. Iithere are
any lasting scars theyare notvisible

He said: “Pop stardom was much more
enjoyable than | thought itwould be. 1
thought it'd be amajor hassle. | found the
whale recognition thing easyand
enjoyable

“Ifyou’re recognised for somethingyou
do- Inourcase havinga big hitwith Nothing
Ever Happens in 1990 - that's okay. We'd
done something to feel proud of. 1 watched
otherGlasgow pop stars hide awaywhen
they became famous. | wentiothe same
shopsand pubs, People thought there's the
guy from Del Amitrl, he was around last
weekand he'll be around next week too.”

Tomorrow, Justin releases hissecond solo
album The Great War which features new

single A Man With Nothing To Do It'sthe
follow-up to Whatls Love For?in 2007 which
drewacreativeline inthe sand after the
demise ofhis band five yearsearlier.

The dark, brooding mood of What s
Love For? proved a catharticexperience
butthe singer knew he could notmake the
samealbum twice

“On the first record I wanted to drawa
clearline between Del Amitriand what was
doingon my own. Asaresultthe songswere
personal and quite dark,” revealed Justin

“Itproved hard to make the live gigs
work. The mood was sombre. ltwasn't
exactlya pop show. The subject matter
tended to be down tothe fact I was
mourningthe end of Del Amitri.”

I'he Great Warderivesits title froma
self-confessed struggle contained in Justin's
newsangs. Tracks such as You'll Always Walk
Alone and Fight To Be Human show he's
backathisvocaland lyrical peak

He sald: “I thought'd make these songs
alotmore first person. In Del Amitrd,
regardless of what | wrote I always felt 1 had
to sing from the band’s perspective

“I'vestripped a layer of skinoffto do the
solo thingwhich can be exposing. Thetheme
ofthealbum is family and marriage. 1 don't
know fit's jJust an age thing. llike the
romanticidea ofmarriage in the context of
asong.”

Justin received the best reviews ofhis
career for What Is Love For? He hopes The

|

| GreatWarwillgarnersimilaracclaim. He

RISETOFAME... Del
Amitri topped the
charts with Nothing

such as Change Everything (1992), Twisted
(1995)and bestofcompllation Hatful OfRain
(1998) cemented their status as one of the
UK's most¢

said: “In the band, we always said we'd
rathersell records and be on radio than get
ravereviews. Butthere is something really

sative bands while single Roll
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We had Del
of time..but
there’s no
going back

The end of tour party was
in full swing, drinks

. musie blasting but
singer Justin Currie and
guitarist Iain Harvie were
in no meod to join in.

[he pair, founder members of el
Amitri, et i a guiet corper of Aliska
nigghic lub in Glasgow anddidn’y sava
word They dida'thave 1o - theit looks
sabdirall

"1t party was the most depressing
event Fve ever beeninvolved in”
recalled lustin. of the bashin 2002

“ fwo howirs earhier, Dol Anuitei bhad
plaved their last show at Barrowland
For the final nomber, we tarned the
hosuse lights off, all stripped o the
watst and did a cover version of God
Save The Queen by The Sex Pistols Tt
waes the last thing we ever did logether
“No matter how many pinis of beey
we drank ot the party we were siill
stanie, cold sober by the end of the
night. Everybody b a beblliant tumne,
except us. We reahised it was over .

I'he farewell gig brought woan end
the Scotrish rock band's 22 year career
which ind luded 1989 hreak throagh
albrrrn Wak bogg 1 bonrs, featurcing hin
simate Nothing Fver Happens. A for

Cureds sonred th leased final
adbaum Can You Do Me Good ™ i il
o Mercury Bat the writing wis o (e
witll and theyweredroppest by the tabel
We becamie very frustrated Ve
mide commercial vecords bt the
imtsic we listened owas soul o left

flekd guitar bands,” said hasiin

"W ol bt onnr way wosvards the el
andd e 1o get modere wividh s
albvwavs g stake We had owr lirs
success Wwith ARM Reourds yn 1984
when the company was still om ned by
Herb Alpertand lerry Moss
Youdmeet them in the olfice. Hwas
agreat labed witha real Lamily
smosphere. Musically itwias realhy
diverse with The Police, Sipieere, Nils
L olgren, oan Armateading amd

L hrashing Doves - proper acts who
coabd play and write songs. Thesre wies
e il tred pap

1 b abved envded up onvinend v a
French utilny company which

operated thw Pars sewers. [hat sid 1
all howas hashicrous. We ended up
alongasde ik pop aces like Bad Bovs
bise . T hat wasn tw hat we were abotr "
AW luthe Jurstin iy proasd of Ded Amibie
e s oo dhesire o tuen back e clock
Fle satd “We're proasd of the albwams
even thauglywe never made that perkect
revord | hssen o theodd Del Amain
pes drd o thank it was preary goodd

W talk abasl a reunion overy v
veriers b | dony 't wand todho i B the
ey Taphay o haneh ol songs from
aryeans ago vl e w aiton eordisiia

1'vir s iotetest in nestalygta. Tdon'
w10 gowec the reosimed Buescocks
g itise [sas the onginal basd in 1979
yiad they weee satech et S 1 vo e
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