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It bore all the hallmarks of a
classic tale of rock'n'roll excess
from a wild-living frontman...

Charismatic singer has arrest
warrant issued after missing court
date, The crime? Forget the usual
rock-god pratfalls of drugs, tax
evasion or wife beating.

Not from the songwriter as
famous for his giant mutton chop
sideburns as his meaty back
catalogue of hits.

When Justin Currie read in the
Daily Record that police wanted to
arrest him, he was delighted some-

d finally bothered to let him
as way that
it was in the news because other-
wise I wouldn't have known,” sz
the 42-year-old singer,
acup of tea in his Bohemian town-
house in Glasgow’s West End

“I knew I was going to get banned
because I had 12 points and [ was
quite happy to lose my licence

The arrest warrant was issued
because the original summons was
lost in the post — so I never turned
up in court because I never knew
about the date.”

Justin was fined £175 and banned
from driving for a year — but, as it
turns out, th S

not using my

“Someor
never drive a car thought if I'm
still attempting to be a lyricist then
I should never set foot behind the
wheel of my car again.

“Not that I'd dlaim to be a poet but .
I think it’s a case of the mind nevey
being in the present tense. ¥

“I do feel a’lot better for not
driving, I have to say.

There’s really something abourt

driving that turns you into a Bloke,

_ justa regular very straight man

“Not an artist, notarocknroll st

justaman. God ble
he never gota dr
driven everyw
Ihat's total cla

the man behind classic Del

Amitri tracks Nothing Ever Happens,

Always The Last To Know,

Driving With The

Brakes Omn
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Del Amtiri star
was bann
from driving

butits helped

him to focus
much more

solo album
Rebound out

By PAUL ENGLISH

and Kiss This Thing Goodbye, Justin
doesn't fit his own definition of a
“regular” man.

But as a frequent face in the
coffee houses and bars of Glasgow,
he's not prone to Gallagher-esque
bouts of starry behaviour either,

S0 with Del Amitri in cold storage
and their lead singer doodling with
various ad-hoc musical projects, just
what has Justin being doing with his

time? “I play five-a-sides - some-
times with the Helle & Sebastian
boys ~go hillwalking and watch telly
like ne else.
“And I'm a'blg fan of the pub.
“But I've never wanted tobe a
jobbing songwriter. | want to be
someane who's sitting watching TV
one day and feels something.

“Solsuppose | spend most of the
time Wﬂid“ g for SONgs to -'IH'IVU.
rather than deliberately setting out

(0 write them

“Then I'll write three songs and
one of them will end up being the
one [ was thinking of.”

For the m‘.}unn bedroom song-
writer, it's a familiar f'ceh.an

But 10 a man who has played at
some of the biggest rock festivals in
the world, knocking out a ditty
after half an hour of Casualty on a
Saturday night was never going to
be enough

Its no surprise then, that Justin

Currie has - [inally - written a solo

album. What s surprising is why
it’s taken him so lon;

“Guys In bands who

make solo albums? Well,

the records are usually

never anywhere near as

good as the stufl they do

in bands, that’s the

general rule,” he says.

g inferview

ON HIS OWN... Justin is doing a s0lo show at Celtic Connections

“You're Incredibly lucky if you doan
album that's anywhere near as good
as what you did in your band,

“And then there’s the ego thing
about stepping from the shadows
10 bask in lSu: solo spotlight.

“I never needed to do that
because] wrote the majority of the
50 F in Del Amitri and I was the
lead singoer, so my ego wasn't really
In dire need of stroking.

“All the songs I wrote got released,
s0 there’s really no sense of me
being frustrated.”

That sald, Justin has written and
recorded Rebound, an album of
slow songs, scheduled for release

before the docks

Several tracks are available
on Justin's Myspace website, where
Dels die-hards are twitching over
the prospect of their hero's first ‘real’
nroject since the release of the Can

u Do Me Good? LP in 2002.

And tonight the songs will be
glven their first official uirlllr;.
when Justin plays his first true solo
#ig at Glasgow's ABC for the Celtic
Connections festival.

“It'san uppunuulrz to do some-
thing quite personal,” he says.

“But | always hated the idea of
guys In bands doing solo records.

“To me you either start out as a
solo artist or you don't. L was always
o guy who wrote songs to play and
sing in a band. I didn'’t write songs
to be a solo troubadour.”

Laughing, he adds: *I suppose its
# bit ol an ego mr

“I miss it terribly, I miss beingon
stage. So long as you are there,
playing your own stuff and the
sound’s good... well its amazing.

“It’s always been about sk
off, really. Whether that's doing

keepy-uppy for my dad in the back
garden as a kid, or whatever

"1 don't think anyone gets on a
stage unless they want attention
from mum and dad.”

So why the change?

“Well, the songs were there and
Iwanted to release them. That's my
only excuse,” he says.

not uplifiting or commercial
I've done it because I've written
these songs and | wanted to make
a sad, serlous record.

"And [ do wonder I it's just total
sell Indulgence,

"I don't really know.

“There’s ane particular song on
the solo record which is about being
a total b*****d.

“And it's true. All the people over
the years I've treated Il'lluyﬁglﬂdd!h'
~ well, there’s no point pretending
I haven't. So | might as well be
honest about it. -

“Hopefully I'll have made a record
that can move people.

“Everything on it is about things
that have happened, stralght from
the heart.

“But considering how lucky
I've been, well, it would be
bullsh*t for me to moan or
(o write pop songs just to
get on the rndluh

“My songs have been
on the radio for more
than a decade, and
I've been incredibly
lucky for that to

1.
e last thing
I want to turn
Into s one of
those old
whingeing

u~mmnwim fry to chum out
the kind of songs they wrote in their
20s I think that's ludicrous

“If I release this and nobody
buys it then it's been a vanity pro-
|('11. But I think I'm entitled to at
least one vanity project.”

Having appeared with Blazin'
Fiddles, Eddi Reader and Colin
Mcintyre at Celtic Connections in
recent years, Justin's no stranger to
the world's biggest winter arts
festival.

But he wants 1o get one thing
straight - this is no Del Amitri gig.

He says: "A solo show s diflerent
completely.

“It's not really tailor-made for
Celtic Connections.

“It's mare just the start of what |
want to do for the rest of the year
once the record’s out.”

Justin has a girlfriend - though he
doesn't name her - but makes no
bones about the fact that he has no
intention of starting a family

The sangs which made his name
have left fans with an impression
of the singer as being, well, not
exactly husband material

Are they right?

“I've known since | was about 15
I never wanted to start a family -
and I still feel the same now

“l used to say to people that
there's a total separation between
the guy who sings the songs and me
the person,” he says

“Folk would say [ was this really

p O put them stradghit
= I'm a selfish P""I:[, A brutal
b*****d whose entire existence is
wrapped up in selfl expression and
gettng attention.”

Tonlght, Justin Currie will enjoy
bath. And once the lights are up and
the attention’s gone

Well, the refuvenated rocker will
likely be walking home...

@.Justin Curme plays Glasgow's ABC
tonight. Rebound will be released
In the spring. Justin also appears
on Glasgow band Green Poppers'
abum Domino Momings, out Aol

Justin Currie won't admit to
being a part of the cbscure
Uncle Devil Show, the band
which released an album in
2004. So after Del Amitri,
Rebound is his first "official’
release. We look at the
other Scottish solo artists
who've stepped out of the
shadows of their band..,

The Deacon Blue frontman
released first solo effort
Whal You Are in 1996
Critically well received, the
uitar album failed to match
eacon Blue's sales and he
was dropped by Sony.
With his band reforming
sporadically, he's still had
time for three other solo
albums - New Recording
(1997), This Is The Life
(2002) and Pale Rider (2005).

DEACON BLUE... Ricky Ross

MARTI PEL W
When Marti s not sélling his
soul on dire talent shows
for hopeless soap stars,
he's still capable of writin
songs to melt the heart OP
Medusa. With Wet Wet Wet
back together, Marti's still
prone to the odd solo out-
burst. First offtering Smile
(2001) was followed by a
s0lo interpretation of Wet
Wet Wet songs then a cov-
ers album Belween The
Covers (2003). Last year he
releasad the impressive
Moanlight Over Memphis
RODDY FRAME
Founder of Aztec Camera,
his first solo album The
North Star was in 1998
followed by the beiliant
acouslically driven Surf
Hea lollowed up in 2006
with Westem Skies
RODDY WOOMBLE
Tha frantman gf Idiewilc
has collaborated with
folkies John MoCusker,
Kate Rusby and Karine
Polwart and also released i
stripped down selection of
s0lo work on My Secret I8
My Silence in 250&
EDWYN COLLINS
The Orange Juice frontman

had a brain haemmorage in
2008 but made a recovery
His career has spawned six
8010 LPs and mega hit A
Girl Like You

BANDING
TOGETHER...
Justin with Del
Amitn guitarist

lain Harvey

cops were after him
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