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Enough of this dance, hip hop and throw away pop.

del Amitri are en route to Rock Resurrection.

._'.

sitting here thinking “Same old shit.” |
mean it's del Amitri, fuckin” cowboy boots and
sideburns and some poxy angst-ridden
melancholy warbling in an acoustic type fash-
on about wandering through the dark damp
sireets of Glasgow.

Just the type of thing that §.was right into in
my spolty teenage years away back in 1989.
Just the type of thing that was del Amilris
debut album Waking Hours. Don't get me
wrong, | loved that album - still do. it's a clas-
sic. It captured something Back then, a mood,
a feeling buzzed round town from every old
man'’s real ale tavern to the hip live venues
where the poets and artists, or students wanti-
ng 1o be poets and artists, hung out. | played
that album to death along with Texas
Southside ,Love & Money's Deogs in the
Traffic, and the Silencer's Blues Q Buddha.
it did really well outside of Scotland, Europe,
America and even England. Sure thal
impressed me, but "Nothing Ever Happens”
and “Kiss This Thing Goodbye™ were two very
personal songs that hiad something ‘local’ that
| could relate to. They were Scottish. ‘Despite
the fact that the songs were probably never
written with that intent or even spoke patriofi-
cally the way some other Scots bands did
then didn't matter even although that's proba-
bly one of the most insulting things you could
say about del Amitri. What I'm trying to say is
it captured something then, it set a tone for
the moment. That's what was going on at the

Ewan Mcleod investigates.

time and, whilst that album has stood the test
of time, we don't need anymore of if. | wish
those guys would just let their hair down and
rock. Rock without this pretentious: patriotic
bollocks that always seem {o be tagged on o
them. Not the same old shit.

Well, how wrong it is to preview an album
before you've pressed play on the cassette
deck and actually listened 1o it. The fact is
that nine times out of ten, your presumptions
are not far wrong but this time this journalist
was cerfainly caught out. Either this was a
new rock band which couldn’t possibly come
from Scotiand with a sound like this and had
a lead singer that sounded like a slightly
pissed off version of Justin Currie, or del
Amitri had finally got themselves some atls-
iuge.

Even the title, Twisted, suggested that
things were not quite as they should be ari yer
average del Amitn record, it teed off the open-
er-nicely 'Food for Songs' I1s a huge, grolesque
track that lulls you into a false sense of securi-
ty then fucks your ears with a weighty, rolling,
thundering drutn pattern, harsh. jarmng elec-
iric. guitar and distorted rasping. dare | say
almost Bone-esque vocal effects

There's no letting up as the second track,
‘Start With Me™ kicks its heels and picks up
the pace at an even racier fempo before
oreaking into the single 'Here And Now'
which, although it has all the 'commercially
viable' ments of singlehood, 15 far from being

the strongest track ofi the album and certainty
not an obvious first choice.

with hindsight | wish 1'd asked Justin
Currie it they were trying to break people in
gently into the concept of del Amitn being
around again by giving them something
they've already heard and know they like. or
wouldn't it ‘have been better to shock peopie
so they could say ‘that's not del Amitn” and
isten o the first single without the same pre-
concelved misconceptions that | had
Perhaps ancther time, but in the meantime
Justin, what the fuck happened?

“Al last we've made a rock record, which i5
always something we d set out to do on every
record. Bul in the past things have aiways
been pop-fied by production, which 15 our
fault. This time, though, the hnished proguct
sounds-almost exactly the same as when we
demoed the songs!”

So whal's the big difference in making d
rock album as opposed 10 a pop album?

“Well, the main difference s that you've gul
to be able to play live in the Studio, which i3
soinething we've never done before. We e
always worried terribly about how tght 1s
are, and ended up making quite tght recaes
that sound father vibeless Its really aiticull 10
do thirty takes of something any shil KIUS
what the fuck you're meant to be ding

Did your influences change between
g your second album, ‘Change Everyiiiis
and ‘Twisted’? “How do you mean’ "W
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“w. don" more contemporary

or current "No. nol

VY T e 4 feally, | mean I'm just
WQII , qbou' as improssad with the

new bands like Oasis

bﬁil\g OUt of 21 Deus as 1 am by
date. It’s del
Amitri - take it
or leave it 7 P 9yt day things

The Stranglers’
records | have, bul
that's nol really
atfected this album
This album was influ-
enced more by sim-

like there are two dri.
VING songs on the album ‘cos 1've just passed
my driving test, What made a bigger differ-
ence 1s that lan (Harvie, guitar) and | co-wrote
a lot of the new stufl because | don'l write
Breal pop songs and | was sick of writing
quamt folk ditties. "

It seems a lol of Scotlish bands that made
debuts around the same time as you have
rested on their laurels, got out of touch with
what's going on and made a new record that,
as soon as it is released, is out of date.

“Yeah, | think what's worse i that others
have tried to adapt to a new style and really
missed the place, ‘cos they're doing some-
thing that isn't them. We don't really worry
about being out of date. It's del Amitri - take it
or leave it."

- Indeed it would appear to be a side of del
Amitri that most of us haven’t seen but. if the
truth be known; Justin feels this record has
been truer to themselves than ever before.
~ “We're always portrayed as a very serious
Scots rock band and we'’re just not. at least |
fuckin® hope not. This is a trivial pathetic job
being a so-called ‘pop star’, how can you take

nghtly stick with if. So whal weré the first twn
ords?

m(:‘?lge | said, wo were S0 preoccupied with
getling it right, making it sound like sometiing
rather than lelling it sotnd like us. We weren I
really @ band at that poin The svcund L
round we got paranoid about making it suc-
cesstul. it had to be del Amitri like the 1ast
one. Now we don’t give a fuck, I'm 30 years
old. not a frendy music fan so | can’l sight the
hip and the unhip.”

So are you éntirely happy with the out-
come? |

"Pretty much, this album was recorded the
way' they should be done. Everyone will be
thinking we spent time gething it right .and
took ages to do it, but we staried In J_a_nua.ry
last year then threw out all the stuff we'd
done. | dunno. thal's a process we always
seem to have to go through - weird, Then we
started again in April and two and a hall
months later we were done - we've always
been quite a lazy bunch.”

Twisted is released on February 27th and
March sees a 'warm up tour of England and
one date at Glasgow's Barras. on the 19th.
The tour then takes in most of the other conti-
nents of the world before returning here later
in the year. The obligatory Christmas Barras
show has been confirmed, providing none of
the band win the lottery in the meantime.

You didn't tour
much last year. “Nah,
we did festivals, it was
the summer of festi-
vals.” You did
Woodstock and our
very own T=in-the-
Park. How did they

significant album releases from
a Scottish act this year.”

into the arena. This was the first time 4,
had really done anything other thar, Blay
far, they were firing pyrotechmics and tha |,
singer shot hs mike stand into the Uiiet .o
tian got his knob oul, Then we came i

Ah yes, how do you follow that? 1. .
Park was kinda the'same. though. Yo, 0.
aftar Crowded House and the big ¢r1 - ”
the day was that you and they are tog o 3
unly they have better onstage patter shar
rlo.

“¢eh | have a big problem with patler -
difficult to talk to wo thousand peopla 4, f&.tf
iy. | don't ike ihat, | mean what can 4o, s
that hasn't already been said and soung n,
care? | can muster a 'How you doin. ag Vs
feel ok’, then pretend that it's a cliche: whew
i5 actually quite chched dtself. It would hejy s
4 lot 1if | was:a bit better, but | heard 5 Story
that really frightened me once: Sean Perp'e
brother Michael S:2 singer - quite a goag G
actually, but his banter was crap. So, for hig
last tour he learnt all his lines for between the
songs. The support band had sussed this.
taped a glg, learnt the lines.and did them 3l
duririg their performance. Poor Mike dign't
know they'd done it and went on using all the
sarme lines, but couldn’t work out why every-
one ‘was laughing at him!” So now you Know
why Justin doesn't speak much between
songs, not that it matters.
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“one of the most

it so senously? That's nol false modesty. |
think our songs have always been yery
morose and profound bul al leasl there's a
happy song on this album.”

“Twisted’, happy? Hmm - bul when you
give it more than a once over it is definitely
del Amitri and 1sn't drenched in influences,
After almost eight years in the business
they've found their own sound and should

compare?

I ddn't enjoy Woodstock, but T-in:the-
Park, as festivals go, was great, the crowd
were ‘better, real music fans, but Woodstock
was like a tounst ‘event, a big corporate busi-
ness alfair lo make as much money as possi-
ble. Apart from that we bombied ut Wuody: the
band Lelore us, Jackal | think, gave this big
rant about the o fags or booze beuiy allowed

that gives you the the geni on What's S80I
to be the biggest year yet for one i GlISgow's
must misundersiood premier rock oultiis. For
whal i's worth, the dels, although | have
admired theyr work, have nuever Dagh d
lavodrite band of nune: However, it «ould
ait Change wath whal s set 10 be ane at e
mast signdigant atbum relaases lont
Scitbish-ast this yeur.




